Podosesia syringae (Harris) morph fraxini,
a “new clearwing moth record for British Columbia”,
has been recovered since 2006 from infested
nursery-grown trees in British Columbia and Alberta.

The adult (picture) is brownish to black.
Wings are covered with orange-brown scales dorsally.
All abdominal segments except the first are yellow
posteriorly. Segments 5 to 7 are mostly reddish.

The Eastern morph,
common in the Prairie provinces, Ontario and Québec,
lacks the color bands and is usually
brown-black with brown to black forewings.

The morph fraxini was first reported in California
and is now found throughout
the West Coast of the United States.

Eggs are laid in bark crevices and ridges.
The young larvae bore into the tree through the
bark. The insect overwinters as a
mature larva inside the infested tree.

While inside the tree,
the larvae feed on phloem tissue then sapwood,
pushing sawdust outside the trunk (picture to left).

Both entrance and exit holes are visible on the
trunk of the tree (pictures below).
During entry, the young larva feeds on bark tissue
causing scarring. During exit, the mature larva
opens a circular hole the diameter of a large pen.
The exit hole is typically 10 to 30 cm above the
entrance hole. There is only one larva per gallery.

Infested trees survive insect damage but
show susceptibility to water stress in late summer.
In nursery production, the trees become
structurally unsafe and must be culled.
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